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Under a law enacted in 2019, New York City businesses must reduce or decrease their carbon emissions by 40

percent by 2030. St. John''s is ahead of schedule, having already reduced carbon emissions 30 percent through

a series of green-energy initiatives that include pipe insulation, boiler upgrades, steam trap retrofits, and more

that will save 300,000 kilowatt-hours of energy annually.

"In developing a road map for carbon reduction, we needed to employ some engineering into building

infrastructure across the campus," said Thomas M. Goldsmith, Director of Environmental and Energy

Conservation, Department of Campus Facilities and Services. "In order to get to attainable targets within the

time frame, some of the natural gas systems had to be made more efficient. It is largely an electrification

project."

The transformation began in February 2022 with the installation of air-source heat pumps to heat the water at

Carnesecca Arena. This allows the University to shut down the gas-powered steam boilers in the arena for five

months each year for an estimated savings of 69,000 therms of natural gas annually.

Other projects include the installation of a variable refrigerant flow-heat transfer system that will use

electricity to shift heat from classrooms on the sunny side of Marillac Hall to colder ones as needed.

Likewise, the traditional, natural gas-fueled cooling towers at Montgoris Dining Hall are being replaced with

state-of-the-art, water-cooled industrial "chillers" that use electricity to generate air conditioning. The goal of

the multimillion-dollar effort is to reduce the use of fossil fuels on campus and instead focus on renewable

energy sources such as electricity.

"It''s great that St. John''s is taking the lead in sustainability efforts," said Rosanna Jiang, a junior majoring in

Legal Studies and President of St. John''s Earth Club, one of the most active student environmental groups on

campus. "If this all goes well,maybewe can get otheruniversities interested in doing something similar. We can

all work together and make a change in how universities approach this topic."

With the exception of a few years, St. John''s overall fossil-fuel use has been in steady decline since 2007, said

Matthew Gallagher, Financial Business Manager, Department of Campus Facilities and Services. He expects

the University to meet the 40-percent reduction threshold as early as 2027--three years ahead of the deadline.

Infrastructure upgrades are only part of the effort. St. John''s students have participated for years in recycling

and conservation projects. They have also taken part in an energy reduction tournament called "Conserve to

Serve," Earth Week initiatives, a Campus Sustainability Day, food recovery, a food waste compost system,

and more.
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The Earth Club has plans for a campus cleanup day in October to be done in conjunction with the St. John''s

chapter of Catholic Relief Services. Since being recognized by Student Government, Inc., in 2014, the Earth

Club has held fundraisers to help victims of wildfires and other natural disasters and helped to manage the

campus''s organic garden and arboretum. Produce grown in the organic garden that is not consumed at the

University is donated to St. John''s Bread &  Life, consistent with the University''s commitment to help the

disadvantaged.

The 65 trees of the arboretum, located in the western end of the campus, store carbon in their tissues, reducing

the amount released into the atmosphere. As the trees continue to grow, they will be capable of storing even

more carbon.

"We are a Vincentian school that reallyvalues serviceand giving back," Rosanna said. "The environment is

essential to everyday life, but it''s easy to overlook the need to take careof it. In our club, westress hands-on

work andawareness."

As the University has committed to reducing its carbon footprint, interest in environmental awareness has

grown across campus. Caitie Dupre, Environmental Sustainability Chair of the St. John''s chapter of Catholic

Relief Services, said stewardship of the environment on campus and at large is one of the organization''s chief

priorities, consistent with Pope Francis'' appeal for action on environmental issues. 

Contact us for free full report 

Web: https://sumthingtasty.co.za/contact-us/

Email: energystorage2000@gmail.com

WhatsApp: 8613816583346
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