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??77?), named after its capital, Kotte, was a Sinhalese kingdom that flourished in Sri Lanka during the 15th
century.

Founded by Parakramabahu VI with the help of the Ming,&#91;a& #93; the Kingdom managed to conquer the
Jaffna kingdom and the Vanni principalities, and bring the country under one flag. It led to a punitive invasion
against the Vijayanagar dynasty and captured a port, which was converted to a trade route.

The Kotte Kingdom was largely dissolved during the Sinhal ese-Portuguese War, as it faced attacks from rival
Sinhalese kingdoms, the Kingdom of Sitawaka and Kingdom of Kandy. Dom Jo?0 Dharmapala handed it over
to the Portuguese, thus leading to the formation of Portuguese Ceylon. The remainder was annexed into
Sitawaka and Kandy.

Kotte was founded as afortress by Minister Alakesvara (1370-1385) of the Alagakkonara clan of the Kingdom
of Gampola during the reign of Vikramabahu |11 of Gampola to checkmate invasions from South India on the
western coast; Parakramabahu V1 later made Kotte his capital city in 1412. It was well protected by the large
swamp that surrounded the area. & #91;7& #93;

Parakramabahu V1 first became the king of Raigama in 1412, then, in 1415, he made Kotte his capital. The
King upgraded the existing citadel and built a new royal palace. Parakramabahu VI waited until ties between
the Vijayanagara Empire and Jaffna Kingdom were severed. First, he captured the Vanni and made its leaders
loyal to him. Prince Sapumal was the commander of the Kotte army at the time. Tamil served as one of the
court languages of the Kotte Kingdom at this time.&#91;8& #93;

The kingdom was situated near Colombo, avery important port at the time. Moorish merchants from India and
Arabia dominated the trade of the kingdom until the arrival of the Portuguese. The spice trade, e.g. in
cinnamon, cardamom, black pepper, dominated the exports while gemstones also was a big export. After the
conquest of Jaffna, Kotte possessed the pearl trading which gave an enormous wealth to the kingdom.
Portuguese who arrived there as traders were able to secure atrading deal with the kingdom on their first visit.

One of the greatest fields that flourished under his rule was literature and art since the king himself was very
fond of them. Royal patronage was given to literature paving way to a golden age of literature in the island.

Buddhism was the state religion for most of its existence. Parakramabahu VI built a shrine for the Sacred

Tooth Relic near the royal palace. Kotte Rgja Maha Viharaya was also enshrined by Parakramabahu V1 to
celebrate the Esala Perahara Pegent, in Honor of the Sacred Tooth relic. He alsorepaired Kelaniya Raja Maha
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Vihara; which along with the Sri Perakumba Pirivena and Sunethra Devi Pirivena have become the most
famous monasteriesin the country.

Hinduism was also given aforemost place in society. Most of the Buddhist temples entrusted shrines of Hindu
gods Vishnu, Murugan (god Katahargama) and goddess Paththini, and God Gambara as the provincia
god.Prince Sapumal (crowned Bhuvanekabahu V1) had built a shrine near the ancient bo tree of the Kotte Rgja
Maha Viharaya as a vow to defeat Arya chakravarthi. Prince Sapumal is aso credited for building or
renovating the Nallur Kandaswamy temple in Jaffna.&#91;23& #93;

The Portuguese converted much of the population into the Roman Catholic faith. The last king of Kotte, Don
Juan Dharmapala, was one of two Catholic Sinhalese monarchs in Sri Lankan history (the other was
Kusumasena Devi), though several other contemporary kings had aso been temporarily
Catholic.&#91;citation needed& #93;

Contact usfor free full report

Web: https://sumthingtasty.co.za/contact-us/
Email: energystorage2000@gmail.com
WhatsApp: 8613816583346

Page 2/2




