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In the late Qing dynasty period, extramarital sex by women and fornication (a label typically used to refer to
pre-marital sex) by women were criminalized.& #91;20& #93;& #58; & #8202;41& #8202;

Traditional family structures, including a multi-generational household in which paternal grandmothers
dominated household life, persisted into the early years of the Republic of China.&#91;21& #93;

In the 1880s and 1890s, both male and female Chinese reformist intellectuas, concerned with the
development of China to a modern country, raised feminist issues and gender equality in public debate;
schools for girls were founded, a feminist press emerged, and the Foot Emancipation Society and Tian Zu Hui,
promoting the abolition of foot binding.&#91;22& #93;

Early Reformers, including Liang Qichao, a scholar, journalist, and political reformer in the last years of the
Qing dynasty, were one of the first in late imperial Chinato consider "the woman question”.& #91;23& #93;

Many changes in women"s lives took place during the Republic of China (1912-1949). In 1912 the Women's
Suffrage Alliance, an umbrella organization of many local women's organizations, was founded to work for
the inclusion of women"s equal rights and suffrage in the constitution of the new republic after the abolition of

the monarchy, and while the effort was not successful, it signified an important period of feminist
activism.&#91;24& #93;
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