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As of the 2011 census, Port Moresby had 364,145 inhabitants. An unofficial 2020 estimate gives the
population as 383,000.&#91;2&#93; The place where the city was founded has been inhabited by the
Motu-Koitabu people for centuries. The first Briton to see it was Royal Navy Captain John Moresby in 1873.
It was named in honour of hisfather, Admiral of the Fleet Sir Fairfax Moresby.

Although Port Moresby is surrounded by Central Province, of which it is also the capital, it is not part of that
province but forms the National Capital District. The traditional landowners, the Motu and Koitabu people, are
represented by the Motu Koita Assembly.

Port Moresby hosted the APEC summit in November 2018.& #91;3& #93; However, there were concerns about
security given the capital”s reputation for violent crime.&#91;3& #93;

Prior to the arrival of Europeans to the region, it was inhabited by the Motu-Koitabu. The Motu were
originaly coastal dwellers, while the Koitabu lived more inland.&#91;4&#93; There was significant
intermarriage between these two groups. They were organized into units called iduhu, which are somewhat
similar to clans.&#91;4& #93;

In 1883, Queendland attempted to annex the south-eastern corner of the New Guinea Island (subsequently
known as Papua), fearing that Germany would take control of the entire eastern half of the
island.&#91;5& #93; British authorities refused to approve the annexation following the German annexation of
New Guineain 1884, but four years later it established a protectorate over Papua as British New Guinea.

The Papua New Guinea National Museum and National Library are in Waigani. A mansion was built in Port
Moresby just west of the old legidative building but the last pre-independence chief minister and first prime
minister of the sovereign state declared it not nearly grand enough; it was made the residence of Australian
high commissioners and a mansion suitable to Somare's demands was built in Waigani.

The population of the Port Moresby area expanded rapidly after independence. In 1980, the census return
registered a population of 120,000; by 1990, this had increased to 195,000.& #91;16& #93;

Moresby has a tropical savanna climate (K?ppen: Aw) with relatively constant temperatures throughout the
year. Port Moresby"s average yearly rainfall is 898.8 millimetres or 35.39 inches, making it the driest place in
New Guinea.

The wet season starts in December and ends in May; the dry season covers the remaining six months. Thisis

due to the south easterly trade winds running parallel to the coast, and the city being surrounded by high
mountains. The average high temperatures range from 28 to 32& #160;?C (82.4 to 89.6& #160;?F) depending
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on time of year, while the average low temperature shows very little seasonal variation, hovering around the
23&#160;?C (73.4&#160;?7F) mark. It tends to be slightly cooler in the city during the dry season.

Port Moresby is the single district of the National Capital District, which contains three Local Level
Government (LLG) areas. For census purposes, the LLG areas are subdivided into wards and those into census
units.&#91;20& #93;

The National Capital District machinery of government aso incorporates the Motu Koita Assembly,
established by an act of parliament to represent the traditional landowners of Port Moresby, the Motu and
Koitabu people. The Assembly governs the traditional lands and inhabitants of the ten recognised villages, and
is the only entity of its kind in Papua New Guinea. The Chair of the Motu Koita Assembly also holds the
position of Deputy Governor of the National Capital District.&#91;citation needed& #93;

Port Moresby refers to both the urbanised area of the National Capital District and more specifically to the
main business area, known locally as"Town".&#91;citation needed& #93;
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