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The Department for International Development (DFID) was a ministerial department of the Government of the

United Kingdom, from 1997 to 2020. It was responsible for administering foreign aid internationally.

The Department for International Development (DFID) was founded by the UK government in 1997. The

department was established by the Labour government under Prime Minister Tony Blair. The structure of the

DFID was authored by various Developmental Aid Experts including Chris Collins, Barnaby Edwards

Machteld, Nicolas Brown and Timothy Montague Hamilton Douglas.&#91;2&#93;

The DFID''s main programme areas of work were Education, Health, Social Services, Water Supply and

Sanitation, Government and Civil Society, Economic Sector (including Infrastructure, Production Sectors and

Developing Planning), Environment Protection, Research, and Humanitarian Assistance.

In June 2020, Prime Minister Boris Johnson announced that the DFID was to be merged with the Foreign

Office to create the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office.&#91;4&#93;

Following Labour''s 2024 ascension to government, there has been speculation that DFID could be

reestablished as a ministry of its own once more. However, since the General Election, the new Government

has not yet committed to this.

The main piece of legislation governing the department''s work was the International Development Act

2002,&#91;5&#93; which came into force on 17 June 2002, replacing the Overseas Development and

Co-operation Act 1980. The Act made poverty reduction the focus of the department''s work, and effectively

outlawed tied aid.&#91;6&#93;

The department had its origins in the "Ministry of Overseas Development" created during the Labour

government of 1964-1970, which combined the functions of the Department of Technical Cooperation and the

overseas aid policy functions of the Foreign, Commonwealth Relations, and Colonial Offices and of other

government departments.&#91;citation needed&#93;

When a Labour government was returned to office in 1974, it announced that there would once again be a

separate "Ministry of Overseas Development" with its own minister. From June 1975 the powers of the

minister for overseas development were formally transferred to the Foreign Secretary.&#91;citation

needed&#93;

After the election of the Conservatives under Margaret Thatcher in 1979, the ministry was transferred back to

the Foreign Office, as a functional wing again named the Overseas Development Administration. The ODA

Page 1/2



Department for international
development dfid

continued to be represented in the cabinet by the Foreign Secretary while the Minister for Overseas

Development, who had day-to-day responsibility for development matters, held the rank of minister of state

within the Foreign Office.&#91;citation needed&#93;

In the early 1980s, part of the agency''s operations was relocated to East Kilbride in Scotland, with a view to

creating jobs in an area subject to long-term industrial decline.&#91;8&#93;
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