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According to medieval legend, the name Denmark refers to the mythological King Dan. There are also a

number of references to various Dani people in Scandinavia or other places in Europe in Greek and Roman

accounts (like Ptolemy, Jordanes, and Gregory of Tours), as well as some medieval literature (like Adam of

Bremen, Beowulf, Widsith and Poetic Edda).

Some of the earliest descriptions of the origin of the word ''Denmark'', describing a territory, are found in the

Chronicon Lethrense (12th century), Svend Aagesen (late 12th century), Saxo Grammaticus (early 13th

century) and the Ballad of Eric (mid 15th century). There are, however, many more Danish annuals and

yearbooks containing various other details, similar tales in other variations, other names or spelling variations.

In the Treaty of Heiligen, which was signed at Heiligen in 811 between Denmark and the Frankish empire, it

mentions King Hemming and Charlemagne. Based on the terms of the accord, the southern boundary of

Denmark was established at the Eider River. Moreover, the treaty confirmed the peace established by both

signatories in 810.&#91;8&#93;&#91;better&#160;source&#160;needed&#93;

In the Song of Roland, estimated to have been written between 1040 and 1115, the first mention of the

legendary Danish hero Holger Danske appears; he is mentioned several times as "Holger of Denmark" (Ogier

de Denemarche).
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